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1, East-Fest railroad lines whiok the 3oviet are most
likely to use in all-outyoffensive asgsinst Western

Europe are shown

in Annex 1, An overlay showing

alternate lines outside the “oviet “one of Germany
is atteched as nnex 2, A gomparatively dense rail-
read systen for oress eonnestions and/or rerouting
is avallable in the Soviet Zone of Cermeny. It was
shown in the rnllgead map whioch was submitted wish e

previous report,

B, Most of the lines selected are double-track or single~

traok lines which, becsuse of their struetural

and

operational facilities, allow a high stendsrd of pere

formance, The Ge

THANS were able to maintain a high

traffic density over these lines during ¥orld var II.
The trackage of the lines !s indisated Ir the Annexes,

. It is beleieved that because of their cepseity and

asccessibility from the U,.3.S
will be used for majop operations.,

+Rey lines 1 through 6
Line § 1is not yet

open for through traffic because the Leisse River
bridge near Goerlitsz is etill deatr

‘ oyed, Hewever, the
- ROOOILIUCLion of this brides ia plapmed Sv 1SEL.
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7he lines 7 and Be from Calicia and lines 8b and 8¢
from Rumania have a limited capacity and, therefore,
are belleved to serve only as alternate lines to trang.
port Joviet units stationed in these areas.

4, The lines selected in Annex 2 would enable the Joviets
te reroute trains to other lines, if necessary for
atretegic reasons or in the event of breakdowns on the
lines. A sufficient number of lines for rerouting over
short distances, which mey beeome hedessary for operationsl
Teasons or because of enemy action, 18 available in the
Soviet Zone of Cermany, For example, & new by-pass to the
north vis ?uhlheiao-Karaw-ﬁarznhn-eranisnburg, which has
already been finisked and another one to the south vie
"uhlhe de;Grnannu~£ahlaw~arossbaaren, which is under ocene

. strustion and will probably be somplsted by 1 ‘ugust 1851

were constructed for the use of the railrosd Junotion of Bere
1ia, These by-passes will fsollitate the cperations of the
Beriin ignation end dlminish 1ts vulnerability from enemy
air astlon and/or disturvances in the West Seotors,

5. The sapacity of the lines indicated in Annexes 1 and 2
represents aniaverage which nay bde reached and maintained
over & perlod of several weeks, The theoretical sepacity
1s higher then the aetuel oapacity, because in additien
to the military traffis, the lines will elsc have to handles
the railroed operational traffic, 1.ei, empty rolling stook,
tralns for the coal supply, empty locomotives, etoy the
soonomic freight traffic for industry, agriculture, and
supply of the ¢ivilien population; aund oivilian and army
personnel traffic, @lthough this will be linited, It is
#8idble to restrict the other categorivs of treffio and thus
norease the volume of the military traffic for a short
pericd of tinme, However, this ~i11 only be possible under
exceptional circumstances for only short periods. during
~the massing of troops against the UsSeB.Ry in Wogld ™ar II,
the Germans maintalned & traffie density of 48 trains deily
on lines 1 through 6 for sbout six wikeks, This, however,
necessitated restrictions on the sconomio and civilian

traffic which could not have been malntained over s prolonged
pariod of time, i
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A troin welght of 1,200 metric tons was previously
fixed as the maximum for transit treffic through
Poland, but, effsetive l:¥ay 1881, 1t was increased
to 1,55& motric tons. This would mean a load ocapae-
city of approximately 1,000 tons per train. It

. sannet be presdicted whether it will be possidle to
maintain this capasity on all lines and treins in /

the event of wer, The Gerumans maintained sn average
load ospesity of 500 to 700 tons for military tralns
during Verld Yar I1I,

The bottlenssk for all westbound rail movements frem
the U,8.,9.8, is the point where the shange from droad

‘s:zgn to normal gauge and vice versa is effected, The
Y

transfer eapasity of thess points on the western

border of the U,.3.5.,R, now amountes to & total of 42
trains, Tven if they are not now utilized to meximum
cngagi end even if thelir capscity could be epproxi-
e clg oudled in the event of war, as is belleved

#5ble, they would #till be sble to supply the lines
jhey serve with enly a frastion of thelr capasity.
This bottlenesk could #f course be avoided in the case
of troop mévements by detraining units on Soviet terri-
tory, msrohing them to Tolish territory and loading
them there on mormal-gauge trains, FHewever, it is not
pessible to trensfer supply and economic shipments
except at rall change~over pdints heesuse other reil-
roed stetions &0 not have losding facilities and ramps.

The astinate of daily Praffie eapacity?‘ﬂmmsrizaa as
follows: 48 trains on line 1, 48 trains on nné.g.

80 treins on line 3, 48 trains ¢, line &, 48 trains
on line 8 { see parsgraph 5}, and 36 treins on line 8,
or an extimated total of 288 treins aorcoss Polsndj and
86 trains on line 7, end 48 tridins on line 8, or &
possible total of B4 trains across Czechoslovekia and
Austria, This would result in & total of 372 trains,

- The losomotives and normal-pauges csrs rsquired for

this volume of traffic could de furnished from avalladle
locomotive and oar parks of the countries in the “oviet
orbit. 1In this comneetion, it should b2 rememberad
that, for oxample, the sides of the gondole cears, whiech
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Selected East-West Railroad Lines with Latersl Connections ‘ 1

Overlay fro Map: Germany and its Approaches foy
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